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Hirosaki Castle is in Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture. Today, it is a
public park. Built in the early 19th century, the castle’s donjon is
valuable as one of the twelve original donjons remaining in Japan, and is
designated an important cultural property. There are many cherry trees
in the park, and it is crowded with visitors during the cherry blossom
season, which coincides with Golden Week, the holiday-studded period
from the end of April to the beginning of May. (79 words)
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Odaiba 1s reclaimed land in Tokyo Bay. “Odaiba” means
“cannon battery.” It was built in the mid-19th century, when
Japan was under its policy of national seclusion and the
American squadron led by Commodore Perry visited with the
demand that Japan open itself to trade. Threatened, the then
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shogun ordered that cannon batteries be built here. Today,

Odaiba is a lively area with many businesses and residences.
(67 words)
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Mt. Mitake stands in Ome City, Tokyo. A six-minute cable
car ride from Takimoto Station at the foot of the mountain and
a 25-minute walk brings visitors to Musashi-Mitake Shrine at
the top. Since the shrine is dedicated to the god of dogs, many
pet owners visit here with their dogs. Accommodating them,
the cable car line sells special tickets for dogs. (62 words)
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Tokyo’s Rikugi-en is a traditional Japanese strolling garden
designed and built by Yanagisawa Yoshiyasu, a close aide to
the fifth Tokugawa shogun, Tsunayoshi, who gave the land to
Yoshiyasu in 1695. It took Yoshiyasu seven years to build the
garden. Rikugi-en is now open to the public, and is famous
for the 1illuminated shidare-zakura, or weeping cherry
blossoms, on spring nights. The area around Rikugi-en was
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called Somei Village, which is the home of someiyoshino, the
most popular variety of sakura, or cherry blossoms. (84
words)
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Tempura is one of the most popular Japanese foods. With
many theories about its origin, tempura as it is today first
appeared in the mid-17th century, and developed as a local
food for the common people in Edo, present-day Tokyo, along
with buckwheat noodles, sushi, and grilled eel. While some
tempura 1s still inexpensive and available for ordinary people
today, other tempura is regarded as a delicacy. It takes years
of training to become a full-fledged gourmet tempura chef.
(79 words)
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Katsura Rikyu i1s an Imperial villa built in early 17th
century Kyoto. It is now maintained by the Imperial
Household Agency. The villa’s drawing rooms are built in
shoin-zukuri, a Japanese architectural style that developed
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during the feudal ages; and its strolling garden is considered a
masterpiece of Japanese gardens. Visitors are required to
make prior reservations and must present ID. Also, parents
with infants and people under 18 years old are not allowed
onto the grounds. (77 words)



