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Kamakura is located about an hour and a half from Tokyo by train. This is where
the first Shogunate was established in the twelfth century. Kamakura is home to
many Zen Temples with Zen Buddhism having flourished thanks to the government’s

special patronage. (43 words)
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Kyoto was the capital of Japan for 1000 years until the late 19th century. Today, it
1s a world-famous sightseeing spot. Beside its many temples and shrines, it is known
for cuisine, art and kimonos, which are regarded as valuable sightseeing resources.
(42 words)
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Nara was the capital of Japan from the early to late 8th century. During that
period, the idea of “chingo-kokka,” which means a nation protected by Buddhism, was

prevalent. This is thought to be the reason the city has so many great historical sites

such as the Great Image of Buddha at 7bodaii. (53 words)
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Pheasants are very common birds for Japanese, and they appear in many fairy tales
and proverbs. It is designated as the national bird of Japan. Male pheasants, just
like peacocks, are beautiful, whereas females are plain in color. (38 words)

A

LN

FEBEIZ A ARG RO LAY 7T MEEOHIT B Lk, HERMUITR LI £,
HEICIEBRAO N ERNE Lz, BUETH, TRMHEBIIRERZANKR T, F7y hEI5
DIFRETT, (87F)

Sumo is traditional Japanese wrestling. It is seen in Japanese Shinto mythology.
It was loved by many samurais during the feudal period. Some lords even hired their
own wrestlers. Today, sumo wrestling is quite popular, and tournament tickets can be

very hard to come by. (45 words)
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Judo was developed by Jigoro Kano at the end of the 19th century and is based on
traditional Japanese martial arts. Because Judo is now part of the educational

curriculum, safety has become an important issue. (36 words)
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There are many castles in Japan. Unfortunately, many of the original structures

were destroyed during the wars, with only a few surviving. Among these, the best

R

known, Himeji Castle, is registered as World Heritage. (34 words)
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Christianity came to Japan in the middle of the 16th century. Some feudal lords
patronized Christianity at first but later banned it because its teachings were seen as a

threat to the feudal order. (34 words)
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Shogi is Japanese chess. Both western chess and shogi come from the same source
in India. The western chess champion lost to computer software some time ago. In

shogi, on the other hand, humans and machines are almost even. (39 words)
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The natural lacquer used on lacquer wares requires special treatment for
preservation. After use, it must be carefully cleaned to avoid damage, and it must be
stored in a place where there is a certain amount of moisture in order to prevent it from

cracking. (45 words)



