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Nagasaki Prefecture is situated in the northwest of Kyushu. During the Edo Period,
Japan had a policy of seclusion. Holland, however, was an exception, and Nagasaki
served as a trading port. Due to this history, Nagasaki still has an exotic atmosphere.
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The Japanese ibis is a member of the pelican family. The ibis in Japan became
extinct some ten years ago. Recently, ibises were imported from China and released

into nature on Sado Island as part of a breeding experiment. (39 words)
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Rice farming developed in Japan some 3,000 years ago. Since rice farming requires
a cooperative effort, it triggered the formation of communities. Some say that the

so-called goupism of the Japanese originated in rice farming. (35 words)
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Japan 1s one of the most volcanic countries in the world. It has more than one
hundred active volcanos, which account for seven percent of the world’s volcanoes.
While volcanos cause disasters by erupting, they also create beautiful scenery and

onsen, or hot springs, which are great sightseeing resources. (49 words)
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The Japanese imperial family is the oldest monarchy in the world. It is said that it
goes back to at least the early sixth century. Before World War II, the Emperor
exercised supreme power over the state. However, the present constitution provides

that the Emperor shall have no actual control over politics. (52 words)



