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Examiner: I am going to give you a passage in Japanese. Please tell me what it
means in the foreign language you are being tested on, as a tour guide for foreign

sightseers would do.
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Asakusa has been a lively theater town since the Edo period. Senso-ji is well-known
for the huge lantern hanging beneath its Kaminari Gate. Senso-ji and the neighboring

Nakamise shopping arcade are popular sightseeing spots in Asakusa.
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You can enjoy natural beauty and hot springs in Nikko, but Nikko is best known for
Nikko-Toshogu, the shrine where Tokugawa Ieyasu, the first Shogun of the Tokugawa
Shogunate, is enshrined. The buildings are decorated with sophisticated ornaments,
and together with the surrounding temples and shrines, it is registered as World

Heritage.
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The Tale of Genji is a novel written by a female author in the early 11th century. Some
say it is the oldest love story in the world. It is translated into a number of languages,
including English. It has been portrayed in kabuki and noh, dramatic art forms which

developed after the novel appeared.
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The spirit of the tea ceremony is peace and hospitality. In the teachings of the tea
ceremony, there is a phrase “ichigo-ichie”. It means that since this might be the only
time you see the person you are serving, you must put your whole heart into serving

that person with sincerity
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