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Katsudon is a bowl of rice with a pork cutlet cooked in a special
sauce and topped with a beaten egg. It is popularly enjoyed both
in homes and at restaurants. The common katsudon is made by
preparing a pork cutlet, which is lightly simmered with sliced
onion in sauce and with beaten egg poured over it afterwards, and

then served on hot cooked rice. (65 words)

REERH

O YA5VE bowlof rice [boul]
O %7  pork cutlet

O 7% %97 beatenegg [biitn]

O #&iAtr simmer [sima]

O %< pour [poa]

O Zfl cooked rice

BEMEEEROaY

ARIE, ETRELOESDEIZONWT 122 7L Fik 28 4FE DR
{ELME DORTED T TIE, FHNRLOTHD &V, BIECZ R L TH
LHE. K2 BTHoTZ, T2, ZHUTEREN @V T a rT AR
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beaten egg” “with beaten egg poured over it afterwards” @ X 9 (2 FEE
DEMAZFFETERE L, KAV 121 3, B3P LERD
22 LIVRWWAS IReRIBHIFR D & 2 BFRIZ B W TIE B O L o IcEnZ
U “pork cutlet” “special sauce” & L THBIFIT+STHAI,

REsE 25 R
[ERIBRO/EY J7) (H28 B4 3 1@aR) < TH28 =R g (L)) W

14



IV T—v gy

%8

D &

Q A rAZMZ
@ B WA

fR% - SR
O =&
ETN T VLR T—va v

I would like to talk about koban.

A koban, or police box, is a small police substation. “Koban”
literally means “on duty in shifts,” with many koban operating 24/7.

The modern Japanese police system was initiated by Takamori
Saigo, a 19th-century national hero instrumental in defeating the
shogunate. He assigned Toshiyoshi Kawaji, one of his followers in his
home, Kagoshima, Kyushu, to head the new government’s police force,
and he built the foundation of today’s Japanese police.

Inheriting the spirit of Saigo and Kawayji, koban today strive to help
people and fight against crime. There are thousands of koban
throughout Japan. The buildings have a “KOBAN” sign in Roman
letters, a red light, and a police badge on the front, making it easier for
everybody to find them. The koban’s reception area is usually visible
from the outside, and people come to ask directions, report accidents,
property loss, and crimes.

An important part of the community, the koban’s presence gives a
sense of security and prevents crime. Seeing it as a great contributor
to the low crime rate in Japan, such countries as Singapore, America,
and Brazil have imported the system. I hope this helps you appreciate
koban. Thank you. (200 words)
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I would like to talk about the sakura zensen.

The sakura zensen, or “cherry blossom front,” refers to the contour
lines on the map forecasting the dates on which someiyoshino, the most
popular variety, bloom in Japan. Showing where someiyoshino are
expected to bloom on the same day, the sakura zensen advances from
south to north, and low to high.

Being of great interest to people throughout Japan, the sakura
zensen is frequently reported on TV weather forecasts during the
season to help people plan hanami, or cherry-blossom viewing picnics.

One famous historical figure known for loving sakura is Saigyo, a
samurai-turned priest and poet who traveled around the nation in the
12th century. He composed a famous poem expressing his dream of
dying under a fully blooming sakura under a full moon in March, which,
surprisingly, came true. Some people today identify with Saigyo and
travel northward chasing the sakura zensen in order to see the sakura
as long as they can.

Welcoming the arrival of spring, the sakura zensen is something to
look forward to every year. I hope you find this information helpful;
and if you have a chance, please enjoy viewing sakura here. Thank
you. (199 words)
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