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I would like to talk about Ehomaki.

Ehomaki, or “blessed direction roll,” are special sushi rolls eaten on
Setsubun. Literally “seasonal division,” Setsubun divides winter and
spring in the old Japanese calendar, usually on February 3rd.

Originally a yearend festival, Setsubun features rituals that drive
away evil and bring in good luck for the coming spring. The most
famous 1s mamemaki, or “bean scattering,” in which people throw
roasted soybeans while chanting “Devils out! Fortune In!” Eating
Ehomaki was a local Osaka custom with a shorter history that became
popular nationwide only in the 1990s thanks to convenience store
promotions.

The typical Ehomaki is a thick roll of vinegared rice with such
ingredients as fried egg, tofu, cucumber, shiitake mushrooms, kanpyo
gourd, etc. inside and covered with a sheet of dried laver. People say,
“Face the year’s lucky direction, or Eho, and make a silent wish. If
you finish the entire, uncut Ehomaki, your wish will come true.”

A successful combination of tradition and commercialism, today,
Ehomaki has a wide range of variations, including Ehomaki sweets,
which are cakes or crepes with chocolate, cream, fruits rolled inside.
Please celebrate Setsubun by eating Ehomaki when you have a chance.
Thank you. (200 words)
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I would like to talk about Chinatowns.

Chinatowns are ethnic enclaves of Chinese people outside China.
Along with many other places in the world, Japan has Chinatowns.

Chinatowns in Japan formed during the Edo Period, when foreign
trade was restricted by the Tokugawa Shogunate and foreigners were
only allowed to live in certain designated areas.

There are three major Chinatowns in Japan: Yokohama Chinatown,
Kobe’s Nankin-machi, and Nagasaki Shinchi Chinatown. Of these,
Nagasaki’s is the oldest, as Nagasaki once served as the nation’s only
open port during the period of national seclusion from the 17th to the
mid-19th century.

Today, along with the other two, Nagasaki Shinchi Chinatown is a
popular tourist spot. It has an intersection with four roads extending
250m north and south, and east and west that are lined with Chinese
restaurants, grocery stores, and souvenir shops. Nagasaki’s sister city,
Fuzhou City, Fujian Province, China, helped pave the roads with stones
and build four vermillion Chinese-style gates at the end of each. The
restaurants offer Chinese-influenced local Nagasaki favorites such as
champon and sara udon, as well as authentic Chinese cuisine.

In Chinatowns in Japan, Japanese and Chinese cultures cross over.

I hope you can visit one. Thank you. (202 words)
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I understand that the mask may make it difficult for you to breathe
easily. If you have a medical reason, it is possible for the facility to
make an exception. In that case, I'd be happy to talk to the staff to see
what can be done.

If you don’t have a medical reason, though, it’s unlikely that the
museum will make an exception. Please understand that law grants
each facility the discretion to establish policy, and a mask requirement
1s fairly standard.

At no time during the outbreak has the Japanese government
actually required people to wear masks. However, most people tend to
anyway. While people in many other countries have already done
away with masks, many Japanese still prefer to wear them. This is
partly due to culture: Japan is a close-knit society in which people are
anxious about what others think of them, so peer pressure is relatively
strong.

Recently, medical equipment manufacturers have come up with
masks that have some cool designs: Some come in different colors,
have manga characters on them, or have a special structure that allows
the wearer to breathe relatively easily. Would you like to go to the

nearest drug store to see if we can’t find something that you like?
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