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I would like to talk about Taisei Hokan.

Taisei Hokan is a historical event in which the last Tokugawa
Shogun, Yoshinobu, voluntarily returned power to Emperor Meiji in
1867. It led to the Meiji Restoration, ending feudalism and beginning
the modernization of Japan.

Since the mid-19th century, when Western powers pressured Japan
into abandoning its isolationism, the Shogunate’s authority had
declined. Anti-Shogunate clans came together under the Emperor’s
authority to defeat the Shogunate. When they were about to take
military action, Yoshinobu outwitted them with Taisei Hokan to remove
the cause of the war.

Frustrated anti-Shogunate clans continued provoking Yoshinobu
afterwards. Having been raised in a strict Imperial loyalist family,
Yoshinobu judged being labeled “an Emperor’s enemy” as the worst
choice. He agreed to surrender Edo Castle, the then base of the
Shogunate and the present-day Imperial Palace, without bloodshed.
Yoshinobu retired and lived a long, quiet life well into the 20tk century.

A historic milestone in which a capable dictator gave up power
voluntarily, Taisei Hokan signifies that, despite the division during
feudal days, the Japanese had maintained a sense of unity under the
Emperor, which still goes today. I hope this helps you appreciate
Japanese history. Thank you. (200 words)
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I would like to talk about surrendering licenses.

With the increase in car accidents caused by elderly drivers, the
elderly are being encouraged to voluntarily surrender their driver’s
licenses.

Yet, many elderly drivers are reluctant to surrender their licenses.
While some refuse to give up driving out of confidence or pride, others
do so because of their daily need for transportation.

Besides its aging society, there are other reasons why Japan suffers
from this more than other countries do: Motorization started later
and more suddenly in Japan than it did in America or Europe, during
the postwar rapid economic growth in the 1960s. Then, young people,
who are now in their 70s, worked hard while dreaming of the American
lifestyle in which people were rich and drove private cars. A car-first
way of thinking dominated, sacrificing trams and sidewalks. As a
result, we are now living in a society where we are so attached to cars
both physically and psychologically.

With the right to mobility being important for everyone, providing
seniors with alternative means of transportation is vital in encouraging
them to surrender their licenses to reduce tragic accidents. I hope this

helps you appreciate current Japanese society. Thank you. (200

words)
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In Japanese elementary schools, children are responsible for
cleaning their classrooms. This custom is said to be based upon
Buddhist teachings. Students of martial arts such as Judo and Kendo
also clean their dojo before or after practice. In recent years, from an
educational point of view, an increasing number of people are
recognizing this as significant in that it nurtures cooperation,
independence, and responsibility in children. This method is now

being introduced overseas as well. (76 words)
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I appreciate your professional interest. In many other cultures
such as American, adult employees called janitors do the cleaning at
schools. In Japan, on the other hand, children do the cleaning as part
of school education and this is gaining attention from overseas these
days. I believe there are official exchange programs for schoolteachers
held by governmental bodies, in which overseas teachers can observe
Japanese elementary school education. However, these programs
require prior application and enrollment. I'm afraid it is quite difficult
to visit elementary schools on a tourist basis. I would appreciate your
understanding, especially these days, schools are sensitive to security
issues.

As you know, the idea of cleaning as education is seen in many other
places such as martial arts schools and Buddhist temples. May I
suggest that you attend a Zen training program? Some Zen temples in
the beautiful mountains allow visitors to experience Zen training,
which includes cleaning. Not only can you learn the significance of
cleaning as education yourself, but also you can engage in other
activities such as Buddhist sutra copying and enjoy shojin-ryori,
Buddhist monks’ vegetarian cooking there. I'm sure you will find the
experience rewarding. If you are interested, I'd be happy to start

making inquiries.
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I would like to talk about Inuyama Castle.

Inuyama Castle, a national treasure, stands on a hilltop in
northwest Aichi Prefecture, Central Japan. It overlooks the Kiso
River, which borders Aichi and Gifu Prefectures. Its donjon is said to
be the oldest of the 12 original donjons remaining from the feudal age.

Strategically important during the 16th-century, the castle
witnessed various battles among warlords such as Oda Nobunaga,
Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and Tokugawa Ieyasu. After the Tokugawa
Shogunate was established, the Naruse Clan ruled from the castle until
the Meiji Restoration, which ended feudalism in the late 19tk century.

The Meiji Government ordered many castles destroyed because they
were obsolete. Inuyama Castle retained its donjon but lost all its
auxiliary structures. A quarter century later, when an earthquake
badly damaged the donjon, the Aichi Prefectural Government decided
to return the castle to the former lord Naruse on condition that he
repair and maintain it. Since then, it remained the nation’s only
privately owned castle until 2004, when ownership shifted to a public
interest incorporated foundation established by the Naruses.

Inuyama Castle has survived hard times. Now let us enjoy the
great view of the area and appreciate Japanese history. Thank you.

(200 words)
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Deer are adorable, and interacting with the “Divine Messengers” in
Nara Park when feeding them Deer Crackers was a comforting
experience. Unlike in Nara Park, however, feeding the deer is
prohibited here in Miyajima. Visitors had been allowed to give the
deer Deer Crackers here in Miyajima until 2007, when the local
municipality changed the policy and completely banned feeding them.

The deer are wild and feeding them can harm both them and the

ecosystem. Once they learn that sightseers carry delicious food and
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will give it to them, they can become heavily dependent on humans and
lose their ability to find food in the natural environment. They can
even become addicted to human food, which has a strong taste, includes
sugar and is high in calories, which is bad for their health. Some deer
become aggressive and will attack people for food.

Nara allows Deer Crackers as the only exception because they are
made solely with rice bran and wheat flour. A part of the profits
earned from the sale of Deer Crackers is used to for the protection of
the deer, which are designated as a National Natural Monument. On
the other hand, in Miyajima, the local municipality decided to
completely ban giving food, including Deer Crackers, after years of
debate.

The deer bowing gracefully for food are irresistible, but for true
nature lovers, it is essential to learn how to coexist with wildlife. I

would appreciate your kind understanding. Thank you.
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