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I would like to talk about Inuyama Castle.

Inuyama Castle, a national treasure, stands on a hilltop in
northwest Aichi Prefecture, Central Japan. It overlooks the Kiso
River, which borders Aichi and Gifu Prefectures. Its donjon is said to
be the oldest of the 12 original donjons remaining from the feudal age.

Strategically important during the 16th-century, the castle
witnessed various battles among warlords such as Oda Nobunaga,
Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and Tokugawa Ieyasu. After the Tokugawa
Shogunate was established, the Naruse Clan ruled from the castle until
the Meiji Restoration, which ended feudalism in the late 19th century.

The Meiji Government ordered many castles destroyed because they
were obsolete. Inuyama Castle retained its donjon but lost all its
auxiliary structures. A quarter century later, when an earthquake
badly damaged the donjon, the Aichi Prefectural Government decided
to return the castle to the former lord Naruse on condition that he
repair and maintain it. Since then, it remained the nation’s only
privately owned castle until 2004, when ownership shifted to a public
interest incorporated foundation established by the Naruses.

Inuyama Castle has survived hard times. Now let us enjoy the
great view of the area and appreciate Japanese history. Thank you.
(200 words)
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I would like to talk about Chushu no Meigetsu.

Chushu no Meigetsu, literally “Mid-Autumn Full Moon,” is the
Japanese Harvest Moon. It refers to the moon on the night of the 15th
day of the 8th month on the lunar calendar, which falls somewhere
between mid-September and early October on the solar calendar.

The traditional custom is to hold a moon-viewing party called

Tsukimi. Tsukimi started in the Heian Period, when emperors and
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Gion Matsuri is a festival hosted by Yasaka Shrine. One of the
“Three Greatest Festivals of Kyoto,” Gion Matsuri started during the
Heian Period as a prayer for expelling a plague. It takes place over
the entire month of July every year, and its highlight is the Yamahoko
Junko floats appearing on the 14th and 24th. The thrill of seeing the
huge floats, which are on UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list,
attracts crowds of visitors from throughout Japan and around the

world to the festival. (85 words)
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I'm very sorry that the Yamahoko Junko float parade has been
cancelled due to the strong typhoon. It looks like bad luck for us;
Yamahoko Junko usually happens even in heavy rain and it’s seldom

been cancelled in the past. But the weather is beyond our control, so
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let me think about another way to appreciate the ancient capital.
Incidentally, the rates for the paid seats will be refunded later.

As an alternative, may I suggest a visit to the Costume Museum?
It has a colorful exhibition of garments worn by Japanese nobility in
the Heian Period. The museum uses miniature dolls as models and
recreates the garments, furniture, tools, and the overall lifestyle from
more than a thousand years ago. It’s a great place if you're interested
in Japanese history, traditional fashions, and the world’s first novel,
The Tale of Genji. 1t’s within walking distance from Kyoto Station, so
it’s easy to get to. If you have any other requests, please let me know,

and I'll start making arrangements.
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(N (N) (%) (N) (%) (N)

e 4,136 590 14.7 680 72.8 495 12.0
PAMY S 258 63 24.8 66 86.4 57 221
ARA R 182 49 28.7 57 80.7 46 253

Fa Ui 78 12 15.6 12 100.0 12 15.4
PEE 1,548 165 10.7 166 92.8 154 9.9
12T 96 21 23.3 27 70.4 19 19.8
RIL L HILE 32 10 323 1 72.7 8 25.0
OY7EE 102 16 16.2 19 63.2 12 11.8
BEE 793 140 17.8 145 86.2 125 15.8
245 14 4 30.8 5 80.0 4 28.6
&t 7,239 1,070 151 1,188 78.5 932 12.9
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