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I would like to talk about Taisei Hokan.

Taisei Hokan is a historical event in which the last Tokugawa
Shogun, Yoshinobu, voluntarily returned power to Emperor Meiji in
1867. It led to the Meiji Restoration, ending feudalism and beginning
the modernization of Japan.

Since the mid-19th century, when Western powers pressured Japan
into abandoning its isolationism, the Shogunate’s authority had
declined. Anti-Shogunate clans came together under the Emperor’s
authority to defeat the Shogunate. When they were about to take
military action, Yoshinobu outwitted them with Taisei Hokan to remove
the cause of the war.

Frustrated anti-Shogunate clans continued provoking Yoshinobu
afterwards. Having been raised in a strict Imperial loyalist family,
Yoshinobu judged being labeled “an Emperor’s enemy” as the worst
choice. He agreed to surrender Edo Castle, the then base of the
Shogunate and the present-day Imperial Palace, without bloodshed.
Yoshinobu retired and lived a long, quiet life well into the 20tk century.

A historic milestone in which a capable dictator gave up power
voluntarily, Taisei Hokan signifies that, despite the division during
feudal days, the Japanese had maintained a sense of unity under the
Emperor, which still goes today. I hope this helps you appreciate
Japanese history. Thank you. (200 words)
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I would like to talk about surrendering licenses.

With the increase in car accidents caused by elderly drivers, the
elderly are being encouraged to voluntarily surrender their driver’s
licenses.

Yet, many elderly drivers are reluctant to surrender their licenses.
While some refuse to give up driving out of confidence or pride, others
do so because of their daily need for transportation.

Besides its aging society, there are other reasons why Japan suffers
from this more than other countries do: Motorization started later
and more suddenly in Japan than it did in America or Europe, during
the postwar rapid economic growth in the 1960s. Then, young people,
who are now in their 70s, worked hard while dreaming of the American
lifestyle in which people were rich and drove private cars. A car-first
way of thinking dominated, sacrificing trams and sidewalks. As a
result, we are now living in a society where we are so attached to cars
both physically and psychologically.

With the right to mobility being important for everyone, providing
seniors with alternative means of transportation is vital in encouraging
them to surrender their licenses to reduce tragic accidents. I hope this

helps you appreciate current Japanese society. Thank you. (200

words)
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I see the problem. Many people still prefer cash here. There are
ways to withdraw cash using credit cards even in rural areas in Japan.
Post offices, convenience stores such as 7-Eleven, and major Japanese
banks have ATMs from which you can withdraw Japanese cash with
most major credit cards issued abroad. These facilities can easily be
located by Google Map, and the ATMs will work in multiple languages.

Let me start searching for the closest one on my smartphone.
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