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MODEL PRESENTATION 1

I would like to talk about Taisei Hokan.

Taisei Hokan is a historical event in which the last Tokugawa
Shogun, Yoshinobu, voluntarily returned power to Emperor
Meiji in 1867. It led to the Meiji Restoration, ending feudalism
and beginning the modernization of Japan.

Since the mid-19th century, when Western powers pressured
Japan into abandoning its isolationism, the Shogunate’s
authority had declined. Anti-Shogunate clans came together
under the Emperor’s authority to defeat the Shogunate. When
they were about to take military action, Yoshinobu outwitted
them with Taisei Hokan to remove the cause of the war.

Frustrated anti-Shogunate clans continued provoking
Yoshinobu afterwards. Having been raised in a strict Imperial
loyalist family, Yoshinobu judged being labeled “an Emperor’s
enemy” as the worst choice. He agreed to surrender Edo Castle,
the then base of the Shogunate and the present-day Imperial
Palace, without bloodshed. Yoshinobu retired and lived a long,
quiet life well into the 20tk century.

A historic milestone in which a capable dictator gave up
power voluntarily, Taisei Hokan signifies that, despite the
division during feudal days, the Japanese had maintained a
sense of unity under the Emperor, which still goes today. I
hope this helps you appreciate Japanese history. Thank you.
(200 words)
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