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I would like to talk about the Akita Kanto Festival.

The Akita Kanto Festival is held in early August as a prayer for a
good harvest. It is famous for the Kanto, or “pole with lantern”
performance.

The Kanto consists of a bamboo pole with horizontal crossbars from

which lanterns hang. The largest Kanto measures 12 meters long,
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holds 46 lanterns, and weighs 50 kilograms. The Kanto represents an
ear of rice. When more than 280 Kanto with more than 10,000
lanterns light up the night, the scene really does seem like an autumn
field with rice ears standing in golden waves!

Wearing traditional costumes, performers hoist the Kanto and keep
them still by balancing them. The Kanto might be balanced on
shoulders, forehead, or hips, leaving the performer’s hands free.
Skilled performers are able to balance the Kanto while swinging a fan
in one hand and rotating an umbrella in the other. Children also join
in with smaller Kanto. Spectators shout their support with special
chants meaning “There ya go! The rice plant has rooted and is now
growing!”

As with many other festivals, the Akita Kanto Festival brings
people together. Please enjoy the Akita Kanto Festival. Thank you.
(200 words)

O

FH

the Akita Kanto Festival FKHSEEE DD
prayer [prea] TV . #ThHE

harvest [haewvost] Ui

k=11

Yarin

pole [poul] 4
lantern [lenton] #&4T

consist [konsist] kS5
bamboo [ba&mbu:] 7T

horizontal [hawrozantl] /KEJ5 O
crossbar [krasbar] A

measure [meze:] RENHD
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forehead [forohed] %8, BT

hip %
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OO0O0OoOoOoO0oOoOooOoaa

TR T — 3 UHIOFIER

. FBIOhIzowTBELWAELIT,

REFEION I, EFLTBL (EFS8AomItiThbh T, F&
Fohiz, FB. Thbt [ROOKVWEF] OYDRTHELTT,
FRE. 1RONF Y, ZROBT LR ). 2B, LRITH» T
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o DBAKROBE, KEFE, HEAOLYEELOLIT,

PelEid, KALEBE L ¥ TT . 205 AR ICHY L 2ERRE,
EDORRDIEERE ThH->-BHE, 22 KR L ZEFIIRY o 2 A7,
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BRI & O HREENRIEAE LA, SMEAFRITH I REZIC
O ET, IO LEESA. BiRTA RIFITHE IS L, BUE, i
ETWDH DN, BHR EOIGEEBEOEATRIUTE 5 7200, IS
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gllljll

RIS OFE A I E L, BITEOMEREE ] DVD £ 12019 BFUGEFUBEMBEA | (7)) (s

=2
At many places in Japan, various directories and signs are
displayed only in Japanese. This will cause anxiety among visitors
from abroad, especially in the event of natural disasters such as an
earthquake or typhoon. In such cases, tour-guide interpreters are
expected to provide accurate information regarding what exactly is
happening at the moment, information such as the status of public

transportation, and so forth. (65 words)

2N directory [direktori]
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L7 Oz eMiEmn 2 & (BRI 2510 5 LS s 3) ., ke
NWd 5,

fEEB

Our train has temporarily stopped because there was a minor
earthquake a little earlier. We have to wait until safety is confirmed
before operation resumes. Please don’t worry. Earthquakes are
common in Japan. Rail staff are well trained and know exactly what
to do; and please rest assured that safety is their primary concern.
Thanks to them, there have been no casualties in its 50-year history,
which includes the Great Earthquakes in Kobe and Fukushima. The
announcement said that they do not know at present how long it will
take to resume operation. It could be only a few minutes, or it could be
an hour or two. They will keep us informed; and whenever new

information comes in, I will let you know.
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O temporarily [temporerali] —Fff9IC
O resume [rizim] BT 5
O rest assured [oftoud] 0T 5. KMICESTZKMIT2D
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:um FEOETA, BRTEIETIVSLDOZ 20T, BHEOE
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