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I would like to talk about the Meiji Restoration.

The Meiji Restoration refers to changes in late 19th-century Japan.
It succeeded in modernizing the nation by “restoring” Imperial rule,
which was nullified by shoguns.

It started when Commodore Perry’s Black Ships visited Japan
demanding that Japan abandon its national seclusion policy.
Intimidated, the Shogunate gave in. Frustrated, some patriots
believed that Japan could build a strong nation by abandoning the
Shogunate and working under unified Imperial authority.

Among these was Yoshida Shoin, an educator from Choshu,

present-day Yamaguchi Prefecture. Brilliant, he became professor of
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military studies at the age of nine. Later, aspiring to learn western
sciences, he risked his life by breaking the law and rowing a small boat
on a high sea at night to Perry’s Black Ships anchored offshore to ask to
be let aboard to study in America. Although impressed, Perry declined.
Afterwards, Shoin taught at a branch of the Shokasonjuku Academy
that he opened in his home, now a World Heritage site, which produced
many contributors to the Meiji Restoration, including two Prime
Ministers.

The success of the Meiji Restoration is attributed to learning and

action. I hope this helps you appreciate it. Thank you. (200 words)
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Sumo originated in a Shinto rite in which people expressed
appreciation to the god of the harvest. In the Kamakura Period, sumo
became a sport practiced among samurai. During the Edo Period, it
developed as mass entertainment and later into a professional sport,
which is presented today as Ozumo, or Grand Sumo. Nowadays, the
internationalization of sumo has progressed, and the number of sumo

wrestlers from overseas is on the rise. (71 words)
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Let’s see if we can find it. Can you remember when and where you
saw it last? Have you checked all your pockets, wallet and bag? In
the meantime, I'll contact the travel agent for information to identify
the ticket. It’s for a particular seat and the agent purchased it under
your name, so we can show that you purchased the ticket. However,
even if we can prove the purchase, sumo tickets are like cash and the
rules say that they won't reissue tickets for any reason. If we can’t
find it, our last hope will be the Lost and Found. If we are lucky,

whoever found the ticket may have turned it in there and we’ll be able
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to pick it up. Of course, you'll need to present your ID. If it wasn’t
turned in to the Lost and Found, I'm afraid that you will have to

purchase a new ticket—if tickets are still available.
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