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MODEL PRESENTATION 1

I would like to talk about Lake Biwa.

Japan’s biggest, Lake Biwa is in Shiga Prefecture, northwest
of Kyoto. It was named after the stringed instrument, biwa,
because of its shape.

A Ramsar site, Lake Biwa has provided benefits to the
surrounding area: drinking water, transportation, rich nature
and more. Also, due to its proximity to Kyoto, it has abundant
historical sites.

One recommended spot is Hikone, which is on the eastern
side of Lake Biwa. It is known for Hikone Castle, a national
treasure. The area was ruled by the Ii clan, one of the most
loyal to the Edo Shogunate. The Ii clan produced high
shogunate officials, including I1 Naosuke, who decided to end the
national policy of seclusion in the mid-19th century.

After feudalism ended in the late 19th century, many great
castles were destroyed. Hikone Castle survived thanks to
Emperor Meiji, who ordered that the beautiful castle be
preserved. Its donjon is now one of only 12 remaining originals,
and five national treasure donjons.

Lake Biwa is famous for its beautiful sunset, which many
feudal lords must have appreciated from the top of their castle

donjons. Irecommend a visit. Thank you. (196 words)
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MODEL PRESENTATION 14

I would like to talk about saisenbako.

A saisenbako is an offertory box seen at temples and shrines.
Visitors toss money into the saisenbako upon making wishes or
expressing gratitude for wishes that have been answered.

Originally offering rice, people started to give saisen,
offertory money, after the monetary economy was introduced.
Historians believe the first saisenbako was documented at
Kamakura’s Tsurugaoka Hachimangu some 500 years ago.

The typical saisenbako is rectangular and made of wood. At
the top opening are borders sloping downward covered with a
grate, allowing the money to slide in but preventing it from
being retrieved. What goes into the saisenbako is basically
cash of any major currency. These days, however, some shrines
have a card reader beside the saisenbako to accept electronic
money.

Visiting temples and shrines 1s an important part of
Japanese culture. During the New Year, major shrines around
the country attract millions of visitors, who toss money into
saisenbako.  The saisen helps the shrines pay for the
preservation of important but vulnerable cultural treasures.

Tossing saisen into saisenbako helps you gain blessing,
experience Japanese culture, and help with the maintenance of
great treasures. I hope you give it a try. Thank you. (200

words)
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