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I would like to talk about Lake Biwa.

Japan’s biggest, Lake Biwa is in Shiga Prefecture, northwest of
Kyoto. It was named after the stringed instrument, biwa, because of
its shape.

A Ramsar site, Lake Biwa has provided benefits to the surrounding
area’ drinking water, transportation, rich nature and more. Also, due

to its proximity to Kyoto, it has abundant historical sites.
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One recommended spot is Hikone, which is on the eastern side of
Lake Biwa. It is known for Hikone Castle, a national treasure. The
area was ruled by the Ii clan, one of the most loyal to the Edo
Shogunate. The Ii clan produced high shogunate officials, including I
Naosuke, who decided to end the national policy of seclusion in the
mid-19th century.

After feudalism ended in the late 19th century, many great castles
were destroyed. Hikone Castle survived thanks to Emperor Meiji,
who ordered that the beautiful castle be preserved. Its donjon is now
one of only 12 remaining originals, and five national treasure donjons.

Lake Biwa is famous for its beautiful sunset, which many feudal
lords must have appreciated from the top of their castle donjons. 1

recommend a visit. Thank you. (196 words)
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I would like to talk about shishi-odoshi.

Shishi-odoshi, or scaredeer, was originally created to drive away
wild animals that would damage crops. Today, it is used as a fountain
accessory in Japanese gardens.

Shishi-odoshi is a bamboo tube pivoted slightly off its balance point.
The heavier end rests on a rock. The lighter end has an opening facing
upward and is separated by the bamboo joint between the opening and
the pivot. Tricking water accumulates in the opening, becomes heavy
and eventually lowers the lighter end. As the water is discharged
from the opening, the other end becomes heavier again and falls back
against the rock to make a sound. The cycle repeats itself as long as
the water runs.

It is said that the first shishi-odoshi was made by Ishikawa Jozan in
the 17th century. Having served Shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu, he built a
house named Shisen-do in Kyoto to spend his retirement. A master of
poetry, he built shishi-odoshi in the garden and appreciated the elegant
sound.

If you want to enjoy shishi-odoshi, you can buy one at a reasonable
price. If you are a carpenter, you can even build one yourself. I hope

you enjoy shishi-odoshi. Thank you. (200 words)
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The 17 Historic Monuments of Ancient Kyoto are World Heritage
sites. These include temples, shrines and a castle. Most are located
in Kyoto City, and many are designated National Treasures. These
buildings and their beautiful gardens are very popular tourist sights.

(41 words)
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Kinkaku-ji, Heian-jingu, Kiyomizu-dera, and Byodoin were our
planned destinations for the half-day tour of Kyoto; however, covering
all of these within the time we have might be impossible because
Byodoin is located rather far from the others. If we skip Byodoin, we
would be able to visit the other three in easy stages. If you are intent
on visiting Byodoin, then we would probably have to omit two of the
other three. If you would let me know what your preferences are, I

will adjust the itinerary. (87 words)
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