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MODEL PRESENTATION 1

I would like to talk about the Shosoin.

The Shosoin is the treasure house of World Heritage site
Todai-ji, the temple in Nara known for its Great Image of
Buddha.

The Shosoin was built in the mid-8tt century for treasures
dedicated by Empress Komyo to express her love for her lost
husband, Emperor Shomu, founder of Todai-ji. It 1s
azekura-zukuri log-cabin style, with its walls of triangular
wooden beams and raised floors. Items were stored inside in
strong chests. Long under the “Imperial Seal,” only those with
special permission from the Emperor are allowed access.

These contributed to the excellent preservation of objects
that represent Silk Road multiculturalism in Nara-Period Japan.
Among these is the five-stringed biwa lute made of rosewood
with mother-of-pearl inlay, which depicts a Persian minstrel on
a camel. Originating in India, the biwa is the world’s only
existing item of its kind.

Being under the strict control of the Imperial Household
Agency, the Shosoin can be viewed only from the outside. The
treasures are still under Imperial Seal in separate modern
warehouses, and a selection of them are shown to the public at
the special annual exhibition in fall. I hope you will visit.
Thank you. (200 words)
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MODEL PRESENTATION 2

I would like to talk about shudan-togeko.

Shudan-togeko is a practice in which Japanese children walk
to and from school in groups organized by communities.

The idea was introduced to the West in the 1990s and has
developed into “the walking school bus,” in which children are
encouraged to walk to school instead of taking a bus. While the
walking school bus is mainly intended to engage children in
physical activity, shudan-togeko is aimed at organizing children
into groups for protection from traffic accidents and crime, with
walking to school in Japan being the norm and taken for
granted.

In a typical shudan-togeko, children gather at a designated
place and time. The highest grader is expected to act as the
leader. The members walk along a set route, which is usually
approved by the school or police.

While shudan-togeko is good for crime prevention, it is not
always good when it comes to safety from traffic accidents
because it can be dangerous to gather in groups on narrow but
busy streets. With situations differing by region, whether and
how to organize shudan-togeko is left up to local municipalities,
schools and communities. I hope this helps you appreciate

shudan-togeko. Thank you. (200 words)
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MODEL PRESENTATION 18

I would like to talk about gengo.

Gengo i1s the Japanese era name. It is as popular as the
Gregorian calendar is in Japan. The current gengo is Heisei,
meaning “achieving peace.” The year 2018 corresponds to the
30th year of Heisei, with Heisei 1 having started in 1989.

Gengo originates in ancient imperial China and is based on
the idea that the emperor rules not only space but also time.
Japan adopted its own gengo, Taika, with the centralization of
government in 645.

Currently, Japan employs the “One Reign, One Era Name
System.” With the current Emperor, Akihito, expected to
abdicate in April 2019, the new gengo is a major topic of
discussion. Despite the tradition of announcing the new gengo
only after the ascension, the government decided to allow the
name to be announced one month prior to enthronement of the
new Emperor, considering the time required to make the
necessary changes, including computer systems.

Throughout history, gengo has always been a symbol of the
times for the Japanese. With the change of gengo, people look
back on the old era sentimentally and forward to the new with
anticipation. I hope this helps you appreciate gengo. Thank
you. (200 words)
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