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MODEL PRESENTATION 1

I would like to talk about 7okaido Gojusan-tsugi.

Tokaido was a major feudal-age highway on Japan’s Pacific
coast that connected present-day Tokyo and Kyoto.
Gojusan-tsugi means “fifty-three post stations.”

Tokaido Gojusan-tsugi was developed in the early 17th
century by Tokugawa Shogunate founder, Tokugawa Ieyasu.
Couriers, horse messengers, travelers, and lords used 7bkaido
Gojusan-tsugi. With various scenic spots such as Mt. Fuji, a
World Heritage site today, it was a favorite of ukiyo-e artists,
including Utagawa Hiroshige, the most popular.

Some people today are interested in visiting Z7bkaido
Gojusan-tsugi the old way; walking the entire Tokaido, which
takes about two weeks compared to the Tokaido Shinkansen,
which takes two and a half hours.

If your time is limited, go ahead and use modern
transportation to visit some of the former stations. I
recommend Hakone, which is about an hour or two from Tokyo
by train. Part of Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park, it has many
scenic spots related to Mt. Fuji, hot springs, and great seafood.
It is known for its local woodcrafts, including ireko ningyo,
which is said to be the origin of the popular Russian Matryoshka
dolls. I hope you visit Tbkaido Gojusan-tsugi to appreciate
feudal-age travel in Japan. Thank you. (200 words)
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MODEL PRESENTATION 2

I would like to talk about taté.

Taté 1s Japanese stage combat. It refers to theatrical
techniques used to create realistic fight scenes without causing
harm to performers. It usually involves various martial arts,
including swordsmanship, judo, karate, and so on.

Taté originates in fighting scenes in kabuki, drama featuring
exaggerated movements, gorgeous costumes and sound effects.
It later developed into a little more realistic fighting, taté, in
samurai dramas.

In the typical taté scene, the hero swings his sword to
beautifully defeat the antagonists at the climax. For the hero
to look impressive, the antagonists’ taté skills are important.
Some even say that amateurs can play the hero, while it takes
professionals to be slain properly. There are specialized
choreographers called taté-shi, who supervise the action and
choice of weapons. Many know not only acting but some
martial arts.

Intrigued by samurai dramas, many people are interested in
learning taté as a hobby these days. Fortunately, some taté
schools offer amateur courses, and visitors from abroad are of
course welcome. The course teaches how to wear a samurai
costume, how to act and handle a Japanese sword. I hope you

try tatéto enjoy being a samurai. Thank you. (200 words)
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MODEL PRESENTATION 3

I would like to talk about the Takayama Festival.

The Takayama Festival refers to both the spring and autumn
festivals held in Takayama, Gifu. It is one of Japan’s most
beautiful festivals along with the Gion Festival in Kyoto.

The beauty of the festival is the local craftsmanship using
the area’s rich wood material. Skills in woodworking,
metalcraft, lacquering, and textile making, which were used to
build the old capitals, Nara and Kyoto, have been used to make
the elaborate festival floats for centuries. Due to their
similarity in gorgeousness, the floats are nicknamed “the
moving Yomeimon,” the famous gate of Nikko Toshogu, which
enshrines the first Tokugawa shogun, Ieyasu. On top of the
floats are traditional mechanical dolls representing local
artisanship. They make tricky movements along with music.

Among the many attractions, I recommend the night parade
at the spring festival. Once it becomes dark, up to 100 paper
lanterns are lit on each float, illuminating its unique ornaments.
The floats roam through town with cherry blossoms in the
background, as the festival coincides with cherry blossom
season.

To access Takayama, take the express train from Nagoya. It
takes two hours and twenty minutes. Have a nice journey.

Thank you. (201 words)
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MODEL PRESENTATION 29

I would like to talk about Namahage.

Namahage refers to demon-like beings in the folklore of Oga,
Tohoku.

The word “Namahage” originally meant “peeling off heat
blisters.” Since lazy people who sit around the fire all the time
get blisters, Namahage means “removing laziness.” On New
Year’s Eve, two or three young locals disguised as Namahage
visit village homes. They wear scary ogre masks and
rice-straw raincoats, and hold mock knives to peel blisters off
with. As they march into the house, they shout “Are there any
crybabies here?” or “Are any naughty kids around?” scarring the
young children. The head of the house wearing a formal
kimono receives the Namahage and offers them some sake and
rice cakes. Pleased, the Namahage promise the family good
health and harvest during the coming year, and then leave for
the next house.

The Namahage visit is interpreted as an education for the
young members of the community to behave well and work hard.
Indeed, in northern farming villages, people have to cooperate to
survive.

In front of Oga Station are huge Namahage statues. They
also have the Namahage Museum, which is open throughout the

year. I hope you enjoy Namahage. Thank you. (200 words)
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MODEL PRESENTATION 30

I would like to talk about Japanese habits.

Habits differ among cultures. One Japanese habit visitors
from abroad tend to notice is making noises when drinking and
eating.

In many cultures, making such noises is frowned upon, but it
1s normal here when drinking tea or soup and eating noodles.
While some visitors are roughly aware of this today, many of
them are not quite correctly informed yet. Let me explain.

Some say noise expresses that the food or drink is being
enjoyed and, therefore, not only is it polite to make noise, it is
rude not to; but this could be true only in the tea ceremony,
where the participants will make noise when finishing their tea.
Besides, with many Japanese also unaware of this rule, there
should be no major repercussions for failing to make the noise.
In ordinary Japanese life, the noise is made unconsciously, and
it is not a requirement.

So, visitors from abroad should not have to worry too much
about this issue because you could get by not making noise.
However, “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” It might be a
good idea to give making proper noise a try. Thank you. (200

words)
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