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The land around the Tokyo Bay was originally reclaimed for
factories and port facilities. Nowadays, though it serves increasingly
as a site for office buildings, condominiums, and leisure facilities. (29

words)
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I would like to talk about capsule hotels.

Capsule hotels are facilities featuring a large number of extremely
small guest rooms, or “capsules,” which are only a little larger than
coffins. They cater to people who want to save on expenses.

In this hotel, “capsules” are stacked side by side, two units high.
Each guest must bend over and crawl to enter the capsule from the
open end, which is closed by a curtain. Inside is a bed with a
television, electric console and Internet connection. To meet other
needs, there are communal facilities, such as baths, restaurants and
lobbies.

Capsule hotels used to be only for males who were drinking after
work and missed the last train. Recently, however, wider range of
customers is targeted, with separate sections for females, beauty
services, sports gyms and saunas.

So, capsule hotels have developed an entertainment aspect. I think
this trend represents the practical Japanese thinking of using money
and space wisely for what one wishes. Sharing the tendency, some
visitors from abroad choose capsule hotels. Indeed, it may be a good
idea for you to spend a night at a capsule hotel to experience another

facet of Japanese culture. Thank you. (200 words)
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I would like to talk about the Golden Route.

The Golden Route is the most popular sightseeing route for visitors
to Japan. After arriving at Narita Airport, tourists visit Tokyo,
Hakone, Mt. Fuji, Nagoya, Kyoto and Osaka, and then depart from
Kansai International Airport. The tour usually takes five or so days.

The Golden Route is commonly a package tour, in which the
schedule, transportation and accommodations are all arranged through
the travel agency. The idea of package tour is to enjoy the merit of
scale. People can appreciate high-quality services at lower cost
without the burden of having to make travel arrangements.

Even though many of the Golden Route tours are package, it is still
possible to customize according to preference. For example, those
more interested in visiting shrines and temples in Kyoto than in
climbing Mt. Fuji can skip actually going to Mt. Fuji and just look at it
from the Shinkansen on the way to Kyoto.

Anyway, the Golden Route is good for first-timers who just want a
quick, easy and inexpensive look at Japan. I hope that after taking
advantage of the Golden Route, visitors will return to check other great

destinations in Japan. Thank you. (200 words)
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I would like to talk about the person on the ten-thousand yen bill.

The person on the ten-thousand yen note is Yukichi Fukuzawa, an
influential educator in the late 19th century.

Fukuzawa came from a low-ranking samurai family. Resentful of
discrimination against his father, he later said, “The noble linage
system is my father’s enemy.”

From the mid- to late 19th century, Japan experienced significant
social and political change when feudalism came to an end and
modernization started. The national need for western technology and
1deas prompted Fukuzawa to study Dutch and English. He contacted
liberalism, democracy and individualism and became an advocate of
Enlightenment. In his best-known book “Encouragement of Learning,”
he quoted America’s Declaration of Independence saying, “Heaven does
not create one man above or below another man,” meaning “All men are
created equal.” He also founded Keio University, one of the most
renowned private universities in Japan.

Fukuzawa contributed to the country’s government from the
people’s point of view, and it was the reason that he was chosen for the
bill's portrait. Today, people have become so familiar with it that
“Yukichi” is a pronoun for “money.” I hope this information helps you

appreciate “Yukichi.” Thank you. (200 words)
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