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MODEL PRESENTATION 1

I would like to talk about the Akita Kanto Festival.

The Akita Kanto Festival is held in early August as a prayer
for a good harvest. It is famous for the Kanto, or “pole with
lantern” performance.

The Kanto consists of a bamboo pole with horizontal
crossbars from which lanterns hang. The largest Kanto
measures 12 meters long, holds 46 lanterns, and weighs 50
kilograms. The Kanto represents an ear of rice. When more
than 280 Kanto with more than 10,000 lanterns light up the
night, the scene really does seem like an autumn field with rice
ears standing in golden waves!

Wearing traditional costumes, performers hoist the Kanto
and keep them still by balancing them. The Kanto might be
balanced on shoulders, forehead, or hips, leaving the performer’s
hands free. Skilled performers are able to balance the Kanto
while swinging a fan in one hand and rotating an umbrella in
the other. Children also join in with smaller Kanto.
Spectators shout their support with special chants meaning
“There ya go! The rice plant has rooted and is now growing!”

As with many other festivals, the Akita Kanto Festival
brings people together. Please enjoy the Akita Kanto Festival.
Thank you. (200 words)
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