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Shirakami-sanchi straddles the border of Aomori and Akita prefectures, and faces the Japan Sea. A small
mountainous district of approximately 130,000 hectares, its ranges average around one thousand meters in height, its
highest peak, Mukai-shirakami-dake measuring 1,250 meters. ( A ) small in scale, nature remains largely unspoiled
here, (?\(CDfrom, @to, @dJapan, @central, G separates, ©®the, @Dit, ®thanks, @which, @distance) and the
absence of major railways and highways that has resulted ( B ) its late development.

A plan was made in the late 1970s, to construct a road that cut through the forests from the village of Meya, in
Aomori prefecture, to the town of Hachimori-machi (present-day Happo-cho) in Akita prefecture. Intense debate over
(.r)the pros and cons of this plan continued throughout the 1980s.

It was finally rejected, due to strong public opposition ( C ) the excessive development of land implemented during
a period of rapid economic growth and a bubble economy, and a “( 1 )” campaign launched against extensive logging
carried out by the Forestry Agency. At this time, the Forestry Agency designated an area of approximately 17,000
hectares central to Shirakami-sanchi as a forest ecosystem reserve. In 1992, practically the same site was designated
once again, by the then Environmental Agency as a nature conservation area. At the same time, it was nominated as a
natural heritage, according to the stipulations of the world heritage convention signed by Japan that year, and became
one of the first Japanese sites to be designated asa ( 2 ), along with the island, Yakushima, in Kagoshima prefecture.

The excellent sample of a ( 3 ) situated in a cool temperate zone of the northern hemisphere provided the grounds

( D ) its designation.
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Proverbs are what people are always saying. In this they are akin to cliches, but they are different from cliches in
that they have a touch of poetry. They make lively use of imagery and they are sensitive to the music of language.
They say the things that (1\(® remember @in @that @think ®ways ®important @people ®people). They
express common concerns. So a collection of proverbs is a compact (z)treatise on the values of culture. Matching sets
of proverbs from two cultures make a treatise in comparative sociology, or cultural anthropology.

It need not surprise us, though it should interest us, that the same proverbs are to be found in very different cultures.
The lot of the human race is similar the world over. (4 That not all the proverbs of one culture are to be found in
another need not surprise us either, and it should interest us very much. It demonstrates that the concerns of the two

are not identical. It ought to shake us a little from our ( 4)parochialism.
(David Galef. Japanese Proverbs. TUTTLE Publishing.)
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@D turret @ corridor @ pageant @ porcelain
® lotus ® dumpling @ vat leaves
@ brochure @ quarantine @ pillar 12 ladle
@ snow lantern @ snow hut @ lucky-charm @6 holiday making
@ folklore demon clay figure cover charge @ migrant labor
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When someone says “yes” it often doesn’t mean yes at all, and when people smile it doesn’t always mean that they are
pleased. When American visitors make a helpful gesture they may be rebuffed, when they try to be friendly nothing
happens. People tell them they will do things and don't. (1»,The longer they stay, the more enigmatic the new country

loéks, until finally they begin to learn to observe new cues that reinforce or negate the words people are saying with

their mouths. They discover that even Sherlock Holmes would be helpless in a country so different as Japan and that
only his Japanese counterpart could play such a role. (Z\At this point Americans abroad may either burst with

exasperation and try to withdraw as much as they can from the foreign life about them or begin to wonder, rather

shrewdly, about what they must do to escape a frustrating comedy of errors.
(Edward T. Hall. The Silent Language. Anchor Books J ¥ —EBeiii)
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