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The Japanese celebrate St. Valentine’s Day on February 14 in a slightly different
way from the way it is celebrated in the West. Women give chocolates to their
husbands, boyfriends, male friends, relatives and other acquaintances as a token of love,
friendship, or appreciation. This practice started some decades ago as a sales
campaign staged by confectionary businesses saying, “On St. Valentine’s Day, girls are
allowed to confess love to boys by giving chocolates.” The campaign was successful
enough to create a great expectation for presents on the side of men, forcing some
women to spend a lot of money buying many ‘giri-choko” or “obligatory chocolates.”
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(1) EJE: the Imperial Palace

(3) 24 Y : morning sickness
(5) f#: sardine

(7) HE2%: imperial court music
(9) Bl H: Ferris wheel

(11) %3 soy milk skin

(13) %% fuel mileage

(15) #5448 the Ministry of Justice

(2) EfA: avalanche

(4) X L7 measles

(6) BT Japan Tourism Agency
(8) #i5]&: tug of war

(10) TBAHEFE: vaccination

(12) pEJ5#: shopping arcade

(14) F#H#E: compulsory education
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We are witnessing a great change at Japanese ski resorts. Until some time ago, it
was young Japanese that crowded the ski areas on the weekend, but nowadays the
mainstream is shifting to skiers from abroad. After the terrorist attacks in the U.S. in
2001, in particular, Japanese ski resorts have become quite popular among Australians,
who have been looking for alternatives to North American ski areas. They say they
like Japanese ski areas because compared with Europe, Japan is closer and the time

difference is smaller. Besides, the quality of the snow is nice and powdery.
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