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Your friend was just trying to make small talk with you by applying “blood type
fortune-telling.” In Japan, many people tell fortunes by blood type, just like by
astrological signs. Although some people are so obsessed with it that they use it for
making important decisions such as determining which job applicants to hire or even
which marriage partner to choose, it is usually no more than a simple, interesting topic
in our daily conversation. (75 words)
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(1) % : whaling

(3) & : governor

(5) FHIEEERR : sumo stable

(7) T# : apprentice

(9) #LJE : priority seat

(2) £JH : approach to a shrine or a temple

(4) fEAL : price tag

(6) B : bureaucracy

(8) L Uf% : cashier

(10) #H% : conductor
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(11) wkre : fermented soybean paste (12) 7237 : cotton candy
(13) {HEPi : consumption tax (14) ¥ : sulfur

(15) 7»& 7K : shaved ice

Ohanami is one of the most popular events in Japan. Qhanami means flower
viewing, but this “flower” refers almost exclusively to cherry blossoms. Cherry
blossoms, depending upon the location, come into full bloom for quite a short period
during March and April. During this period, families, friends, and colleagues get
together under cherry trees and enjoy eating, drinking and chatting as they appreciate
the blossoms. The occasional “cherry storms” of countless petals whirling in the air

appear as if they are offering a welcome to visitors from abroad.

Let's tHy1

-,
QH.SUGIMORI




