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It is true that weddings at Christian churches are quite popular among Japanese,
but that does not mean they are all Christians. Generally speaking, the role of religion
in Japan is more secular than in the West. Many people do not stick to any one
particular religion and they opt for weddings at churches just because they think it is
fashionable. This carefree attitude toward religion is said to stem from Shintoism, the
indigenous polytheistic religion of Japan that is based upon worship of nature without
much ethical teaching involved. But this does not mean that the Japanese are
atheistic or unethical. In fact, living in a natural-disaster prone country, they perceive
there are many things that can never be overcome by humans, and do offer prayers and

pay respect to the “gods” in a broad sense. (137 words)
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(1) MEHT : kiteflying

(8) 7'V —H : first-class car

(5) #AE (B D) : cross-legged sitting
(7) FiF : folding fan

(9) FiE : duty-free shop

(11) ¥ = v Fa2—A# — : roller coaster
(13) ZK : brown rice

(15) #45. : fermented soybeans
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(2) KftfE : embassy

(4) (#fk72 &) BEN : precincts

(6) 557 : boarding pass

(8 (ELEEED) FEH : fare adjustment

(10) L¥7ed> : sacred traw rope

(12) #24T : paper lantern

(14) FED : alcove

The number of overseas travelers visiting Japan in 2006 reached a record high of

7.33 million, up 9.0 percent over the same period the year before. As to where these

travelers come from, 525 million, or 71.5 percent of the total are from Asia, followed by

one million, or 13.7 percent from North America, 800 thousand, or 10.9 percent from

Europe, and 230 thousand, or 3.1 percent from Oceania. Regarding the yearly rate of

increase in the number of travelers by area, South Korea marked the highest for the

eighth straight year at 2.12 million, jumping 21 percent.
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